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CENSUS OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 

4th April, 1921. 

THE NORTHERN TERRITORY. 

SECTION 1.-INTRODUCTION. 

The Census of the Northern Territory )Vas taken as on the night between 3rd and 4th April, 1921, 
under the provisions of the. Commonwealth Census and Statistics Act 1905-20. The work was carried out 
under the direction. of the Commonwealth Statistician, the local organization being under the control of 
a Deputy Supervisor stationed at Darwin. On the conclusion of. the collection the whole of the material 
was forwarded to the Census Office, Melbourne, for tabulation in conjunction with the data for the rest 
of the Commonwealth. A summary of the results for the Northern Territory is given in the present 
bulletin, preceded by a brief account of the Territory, its physical features, population, resources and 
government. 

SECTION 2.-G~ DESCRIPTION. 

1. Area and BOWldaries.-The total area of the Northern Territory is 523,620 square miles, or 
335,116,800 acres. Its length from north to south is upwards of 900 miles, while its breadth from east to 
west is about 560 miles. Its eastern boundary, dividing it from Queensland, is the 138th meridian of east 
longitude; and its western boundary, the 129th meridian, separating it from Western Australia. Its 
southern boundary is the 26th pa~allel of south latitude, dividing it from South Australia. The northern 
boundary is the coast line of those parts of the Indian Ocean known as the Timor and Arafura Seas, at 
about the 11th parallel of south latitude. The length of the coast line is about 1,040 miles. The Northern 
Territory includes a number of islands, most of them small and of little importance. The best known are 
Melville Island, Bathurst Island, Goulburn Island, and Groote Island, the latter situated in the Gulf of 
Carpentaria. 

2. Physical Features.-According to Sir Baldwin Spencer, the Northern Territory may be divided 
into three main parts, a Southern Central plateau, gradually rising from the lowlands of Lake Eyre to the 
Macdonnell Ranges; a Northern Central depression in the form of a great basin, bounded on the north by 
the Coastal Ranges, and lastly a fringe of coastland between the latter and the sea. 

The low flat coast line seldom reaches a height of 100 feet. Sandy beaches and mud flats, thickly 
fringed with mangroves prevail. Sandstone, marl and ironstone form the occasional cliffy headlands. 

The central depression is now and again broken by ranges of no great elevation; it comprises the 
Lake Woods basin, and extends to the smaller basin around Lake Amadeus, neither of which is drained 
to the sea. Most of the ranges in the Territory present steep faces to the south, and a more gradual slope 
to the north. ' 

The Macdonnell Range is by far the most important mountain range in the Northern Territory. 
It stretches in a huge red wall of granite 400 miles east and west. The main lines of the range have an 
altitude of 4,000 feet above sea level. At intervals it is broken by huge fissures which serve as outlets 
for a number of creeks. One of these fissures, the Heavitree Gap, situated 2 miles south of the township 
site of Stuart, and 4 miles south of the telegraph station at Alic~ Springs, serves as a gateway for the whole 
of the traffic across the Territory. The telegraph line passes through it, and it has been adopted as the 
most suitable crossing for the transcontinental railway. 

Immediately south of the Macdonnell Range is a belt of country running east and west for a long 
distance, but not more than about 20 miles wide, which produc,es excellent grass. South of this the sandy 
desert stretches away far into South Australia. 

3. Rivers and Lakes.-The most important rivers running into the sea are Victoria River, Daly 
River, Adelaide River, South Alligator River, and Roper River. Most of these waterways are navigable 
several miles inland. The Victoria River, which is estimated to drain 90,000 square miles, is said to be 
navigable by the largest vessels for 50 miles. 

Inland rivers are very numerous during and immediately after the rainy season. In .most cases 
they rise nowhere in particular, wind their way across the open plains in vaguely defined river beds, and 
gradually peter out. The best known of these more or less spontaneous inland rivers is the Finke. It 
rises on the north side of the Macdonnell Range, flows south through magnificent gorges of red sandstone 
in the James Ranges, and then south-east through more level sandy country until it is joined by the 
Hugh, its largest tributary. Continuing in a south-easterly direction for another 120 miles it spreads 
itself out in box flats north-east of Oodnadatta, then it forms again, joins the Macumba, and its waters 
eventually reach Northern Lake Eyre. The whole course of the Finke has never been traversed, but it is 
probably over 1,000 miles in length. . . 

The most important lakes are Lake Amadeus in the south-western part of the Territory, and Lake 
Woods. The latter is a vast expanse of water during the wet season, but it soon dries up, and Stuart 
passed over it twice without knowing it was a lake. . . 
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4. Climate.-Generally speaking, the whole of Northern Australia may, from a climatic point of 
view, be divided into two sections, the coast land, and low-lying areas approaching the sea; and the 
tablelands and steppes of the interior. The first of these sections has a typical tropical climate, which 
particularly in the rainy season becomes very enervating. The tablelands, on the contrary, are healthy, 
and the cool nights, which in winter may show several degrees of frost, counteract in a pleasant manner 
the warm days. In speaking of the Northern Territory, the year may, in the coastal area, be divided 
climatically into two seasons-the wet season, November to April; :tnd the dry season, May to October. 
During December the north-west monsoon sets in gradually, with rain nearly every day, and increasing 
in force until about the end of January. At this period of the year the wet season penetrates into the 
heart of the continent. This monsoon dies away at the autunmal equinox, and is succeeded by light and 
variable winds till the end of April, when the dry season commences with the setting in of the south
eastern trade wind. Nearly the whole of t~e rainfall occurs in the summer months. 

5. Plant Life.-The vegetation of the Northern Territory is tropical, many of the forms belonging 
to the Malayan and Oceanic regions. The timber trees are not of great commercial value, but in the 
coastal regions tropical vegetation grows luxuriantly to the water's edge. The indented arms of the coast 
are thickly fringed with the mangrove. ' On the ranges, pines, fig trees, and orange trees flourish. The 
Roper River drains extensive forest lands. Leichhardt pines and palms form th~ vegetation of the table
land, which stretches across the Territory about the 14th degree of south latitude. On the higher steppes 
there are a few varieties of eucalyptus, and many fibre plants are also indigenous. On the wide expanses 
of plain country of the interior, there is little vegetation, tree growths being very scanty, consisting chiefly 
of stunted varieties of gimlet gum, black box, and desert sheoak. In the north-western districts 
there is an almost entire absence of lichens and mosses, though ferns are plentiful in the vicinity of the 
Victoria River. 

6. Animal I.4fe.-The ordinary types of Australian fauna inhabit the Northern Territory. There 
are many genera of marsupials, and individuals are numerous. The birds also are typically Australian, 
having brilliant plumage, and being generally not gifted with song. Crocodiles and fresh-water tortoises 
frequent the northern rivers. There are some species of snakes, mostly non-venomous, the most numerous 
being the harmless python. Frogs abound, the water-holding'frog being common in Central Australia. 
The rivers contain many varieties of fresh-water fish. The molluscan fauna of the coast are mostly 
carnivorous, the vegetable feeders being very poorly represented, probably on account of the dearth of 
sea-weed. Among insects, many beautiful butterflies thrive in the warm damp atmosphere. Beetles, too, 
are strongly represented. The white ant is a pest, very few timbers being immune from its ravages. 
Anthills in"the Northern Territory sometimes attain a height of 25 feet and a diameter of 10 feet. Another 
destructive insect, particularly active and mischievous inland, is the borer. Mosquitoes and sandflies are 
very troublesome, particularly from January to April. 

SECTION 3.-OUTLINE OF HISTORY. 

1. Discoveries and Surveys.-In all probability the coast of the Northern Territory was the part 
of Australia first to be sighted and visited by white men. The Portuguese navigators D'Abreu, Serrano, 
or Magellan, probably were there between 1511 and 1518. In 1623 the Dutch Governor of Java despatched 
an expedition on a voyage of discovery between New Guinea and Australia; the captain and eight of the 
crew were murd@red on the New Guinea coast, but the remainder proceeded south, and reached Australia 
at Arnhem Land. Thirteen years later another Dutch expedition visited Australia, when Arnhem Land 
and other parts of the coast were described by them. In 1644 Abel Tasman sailed along a considerable 
part of the coast of the Northern Territory; he passed between Groote Island and the mainland, north 

, of Wesel Island, to the north-west point of Melville Island, which he named Cape Van'Diemen. His chart 
shows Melville Island as part of the mainland. A subsequent Dutch expedition in 1770 explored Van 
Diemen Gulf. 

Arising from Captain Cook's discoveries in 1770 of hitherto unknown parts of Australia, and the 
gradual occupation by the British of New South Wales and Tasmania, a thorough survey of the coastline 
was commenced. In 1803 Matthew Flinders surveyed the west coast of the Gulf of Carpentaria and 
Arnhem Bay. During the years 1818-182~ Captain King, of the Royal Navy, completed the survey of 
the shores of Northern Australia and determined the insularity of Melville Island, which by the Dutch 
was still believed to be part of the mainland. The harbor on which Darwin now stands was discovered 
by Captain Stokes, of H.M.S. Beagle, in 1839. 

2. Early Expioration.-The exploration of Australia's vast areas of land was taken in hand at an 
early date, and a considerable part of the eastern and southern districts was soon made known; but the 
natural obstacles attending exploration in the arid interior, and the remoteness of the northern parts, 
checked advance in that direction, and not till the forties of last century did the first overland 
expedition reach the Northern Territory. Leichhardt, starting out from the DarlPlg Downs, on the 
east coast of the continent, at the end of 1845, beat his way north-west, crossed the Roper River and 
reached Port Essington. On a subsequent expedition Leichhardt and his party were lost, and as years 
went by without news of them another expedition, headed by Gregory and von Mueller, was fitted out 
in 1855, and sent to the Northern Territory. This expedition ascended the Victoria River and then 
travelled south south-west to Sturt's Creek; returning to the Victoria River, they travelled east, crossing 
a tributary of the Roper River, and skirting the southern shores of the Gulf of Carpentaria reached 
Rockhampton. The next expedition to the inhospitable north was undertaken by John McDougal Stuart
in 1861-1862; starting from Adelaide Stuart discovered the Macdonnell Ranges, and proceeding via 
Newcastle Waters, Daly Waters and Roper River, reached the north coast at Point Stuart, Chambers Bay. 
Of other expeditions to the Northern Territory may be mentioned one undertaken by Ernest Giles in 
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1872, on which occasion Lake Amadeus was discovered. In 188~ Arnhem Land was explored by David 
Lindsay. Exploration on a smaller scale has, from time to time, been carried out by the Government or 
private individuals, and the major part of the Territory is now fairly well known. 

3. Demarcation of Bowularies.-Captain Cook, in 1770, annexed for the British Crown the eastern 
part of Australia and named it New South Wales. The western boundary of this new colony was not 
determined till 1786, when it was fixed at the J35th meridian of east longitude. A cQnsiderable part of 
the Northern Territory was thus originally included in New South Wales. In 1829 the western half of 
Australia, which hitherto had been no man's land, was a'nnexed and created a; separate colony, the 
boundary between Western Australia and New South Wales being fixed at the 129th meridian of east 
longitude. The whole of the Northern Territory thereby became part of New South Wales. In the 
month of May, 1846, all Australia north of the 26th parallel of south latitude, was formed into the colony 
of Northern Australia, with capital at Gladstone; but this arrangement was revoked, by Letters Patent, 
in November of the same year, and up to 1863 the Northern Territory remained part of the mother colony. 
In that year South Australia, which had been founded as a separate" province" in 1834, took it over, 
and it was then for the first time called the" Northern Territory." It remained under South Australia's 
control till 1st January, 1911, when it was taken over by the Commonwealth. 

4. Early Settlements.-The motive for establishing settlements on the north coast of Australia 
must be sought in trade rivalry between the British and the Dutch in the Indies, the Indian Archipelago, 
and the far East, To strengthen the British position in these parts settlements were established almost 
simultaneously in Singapore and in Northern Australia. Captain Gordon Bremer, to whom in 1824 the 
founding of the latter settlement was intrusted, selected Melville Island as the most suitable place, and 
there he constructed Fort Dundas for its protection. He also annexed, for the British Crown, the northern 
shores between the 129th and the 136th meridians of east longitude. This early settlement consisted of 
126 souls; of these '15 were convicts, 3 free mechanics, 10 formed the crew of the Lady Nelson, and the 
remainder were in the main military officers and men. Unfortunately ther.e were no trepang (sea slugs) 
in the adjoining waters, and the Malays, who came over once a year in search of that commodity, kept 
to the mainland. To establish trade with these people, the Melville Island settlement was relinquished 
in 1827, and a new one founded at Raffies Bay, the material for which was drawn from Sydney, Two 
years later the Raffi~s Bay settlement was transferred to Fremantle to secure the still unannexed 
western half of Australia for the British Crown. The reasons given for abandoning Raffies Bay w~re :
Unsatisfactory trade prospects; hostility of natives; and unhealthy climate. It is stated that the 
following year 34 Malay proas arrived with 1,050 men on board, all eager for trading, and that, they 
were much disappointed at the British having left. As the settlement at Singapore rapidly prospered, 
and an unhindered passage of British ships became assured, the chances of a settlement on the North 
Australian coast becoming a success became remote, and nothing further was done till in 1838, when the 
French fitted out an expedition in Toulon with the object of annexing a port on the North Australian' 
coast. To frustrate French plans Port Essington, with its excellent harbor, was promptly occupied 
by the British, the necessary men and material on this occasion also being drawn from Sydney. When 
the dangers of French occupation had passed the interest in Port Essington waned, and in 1842 Captain 
Stokes, commanding H.M.S. Beagle, was sent to report on the advisability of continuance. In his 
report Captain Stokes recommended that the settlement be retained, giving as reasons that by promoting 
immigration from the 'islands in the Arafura Sea it might become an important centre for trade activity 
in the Indian Archipelago, just as it would serve a useful purpose as a place of refuge for crews from ships 
wrecked in the Torres Strait. Commercial circles in SydneYf however, evinced no enthusiasm for Port 
Essington as a trading centre, and consequently it was kept on only as a military outpost, or perhaps, 
more correctly, as a naval station, a vessel carrying ten guns being attached to it. In 1849 it was 
abandoned, and for a long time no further attempts were made at settling the Northern Territory. 

5. South Australian Control.-When Queensland was created a separate colony the authorities 
favoured putting the Northern Territory under her control. To this South Australia protested, basing 
her prior rights on exploration work done, particularly by John McDougal Stuart, the result being 
that the British Government, in 1863, handed the Territory over to South Australia. The'first step taken 
by the South Australian Government was to appoint a Government Resident and the necessary officials 
to take possession of the Territory, to select a suitable place as seat of Government, to commence surveying, 
and generally to get things moving, the cost to be covered by the sale of land, The first Government 
Resident appears to have been ill chosen; quarrels arose between him and his officials, and a considerable 
time went by without any progress being made. Meanwhile the South Australian Government had 
opened offices in Adelaide and London for the disposal of land, undertaking that it would be surveyed 
and ready for occupation within five years. But Darwin-which after much vacillation had finally been 
chosen as site for the future capital-was a long way off, communication was slow, and the Government 
was unable to keep its promise with regard to the five years. The purchasers of land claimed to have 
their money returned; this was refused, and a lawsuit ensued, which went against the Government. In 
1866 stock was brought into Macdonnell Ranges from South Australia, and in 1870 the first pole of the 
overland telegraph line was erected in Darwin, the line being completed in 1872. In the same year cattle 
were brought to the northern part of the Territory from Queensland. In 1874 the first coolies were 
imported, and the following year duty on all imports was lifted and Darwin made a free port. Simultaneously 
steps were taken to promote the growing of sugar cane, cotton} and other tropical products. These efforts, 
in conjunction with the discovery that the Territory contained gold and other minerals, attracted a number 
of white people and caused an influx of Chinese, so that in 1880 the population had reached a total of 
about 400 Europeans and 2,000 Chinese. At that time prospects of progress were at low water, the 
attempt at promoting tropical agriculture had failed, and nothing was produced except gold. In 1882 
the "Northern Territory Land Consolidation Act" was passed, whereby the price of land was raised to 
20s, an acre, and in the same year an Indian Immigration Act was placed on the statute book. To serve 
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the gold mining district around Pine Creek some 146 miles south of Darwin, a railway line to that place 
was commenced in 1886, and completed in 1889, 3,000 Chinese being employed on it. The mining boom 
which developed .during the sighties came to an end in 1890. In ~he same year parliamentary franchise 
was conferred on the people in the Territory, enabling them to elect two members to the South Australian 
Legislative Assembly. In the case of the Legislative Council the electors were included in one of the 
already existing constituencies. 

The remaining period, up to the time when the Territory passed under Commonwealth control, 
was one of hardly noticeable progress and gradually increasing liabilities. The population, excluding 
aboriginals, at the end of 1910, consisted of 1,173 Europeans and 1,832 others-mostly Chinese. 

• 6. Commonwealth Control.-By an agreement made between the Governments of South 
Australia and the Commonwealth, and ratified by the respective Parliaments, the Northern Territory was 
surrendered to the Commonwealth of Australia, the transfer taking effect as from 1st January, 1911 . 
By this agreement the Commonwealth took over all the assets and liabilities of the Territory, purchased 
the Port Augusta to Oodnadatta railway, and undertook to complete the transcontinental railway from 
Darwin to Port Augusta. 

By the Northern Territory Act of 1910, and by subsequent Ordinances which were issued by the 
Governor-General, the future administration of the Territory was provided for. In 1912 a Resident 
Administrator was appointed, vested with supreme authority in internal affairs; simultaneously other 
important administrative offices were filled. 

The Government's policy of populating the empty North· with persons of European race was 
entered upon with much vigour, and was closely associated with the plans adopted for the economic 
development of the Territory. For several reasons the Government's efforts were not rewarded with the 
desired result, and the population has not increased at the expected rate. At the same time, there has 
been a great deal of unrest in Darwin, the reason for Which, to a very large extent, has been political. As 
mentioned before, South Australia in 1890 extended a full and liberal franchise to Europeans living in the 
Northern Territory, and after the creation of the Australian Commonwealth they received exactly the 
same right as the people of S'outh Australia in voting for senators. In respect of the House of Repre
sentatives, they were included in the nearest South Australian electoral division, that of Grey. By 
becoming a Commonwealth Territory in 1911 the residents in the Northern Territory ceased to be repre
sented in the Commonwealth Parliament, and as the local Council of six members, created to advise the 
Administrator, was rarely summoned, they were debarred from exercising any influence on the Government 
of the 'Territory, or in art official way voicing their grievances. The discontent came to a head in 1920, 
when «ertain of the citizens of Darwin took the law into their own hands and forced the Acting Administrator 
and his two principal officials to leave the Territory. Afterwards a Royal Commission was appointed to 
look into and report on Northern Territory affairs. As, however, the Prime Minister was away from 
Australia at the time nothing further was done. Impatient at the delay several of the citizens refused to 
pay taxes until parliamentary representation had been granted them. This challenge to the Commonwealth 
Government alienated much of the sympathy with which their claim to some sort of representation in 

·the National Parliament had been viewed hitherto; the recalcitrant members of the community were 
imprisoned and an Ordinance issued whereby thei could be banished from the Territory. It is the 
intention of the Gover.nment during next session to introduce a Bill in Parliament whereby the Northern 
Territory will get a member in the House of Representatives, such member to have a voice in all matters 
under discussion, but no vote. 

SECTION 4.--;,EOONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 
1. General Remarkf.-The first attempt to cultivate Northern Territory soil was made by the 

small band of men stationed on the shores of the Arafura Sea in the early part of last century. 
They also introduced the first horses, cattle, and buffaloes, the latter from Timor. Some of these animals 
escaped from the settlements or were left behind when the settlements were abandoned, and they became 
the progenitors of great flocks of wild horse~, cattle, and buffaloes, which; particularly the buffaloes, in 
time grew into vast herds. The attempt made by South Australia to develop the three primary industries 
-pastoral, mining, and agriculture-only succeeded in part; the venture in tropical agriculture was a 
complete failure; mining, though promising well for a while, never successfully overcame the difficulties 
of transport, bad management and labour, and the pastoral industry progressed but slowly, the principal 
difficulty being lack of water. The Commonwealth, after taking control, has been faced with the same 
difficulties as confronted So~th Australia, and the results of the efforts made to develop agriculture and 
mining have so far been disappointing. The pastoral industry, which has received least encouragement 
from the Gover~ment, has done the best, and though the progress has not been rapid it is gradually being 
realized that this industry is the one to which the Territory is best suited, and is the line which future 
development must mainly follow . 

2. Distribution of Land.-The acquisition of land, from the inception of Australian rule, was made 
as easy as possible. The So:uth Australian Government had provided for the sale of land, for leasing, and 
for occupation by permit. Under the Commonwealth Government a complete re-organization has been 
effected. Only a le;:tsehold system is provided for. No more Crown land can be alienated except in 
pursuance of already existing agreements. The land is classified and appraised, and leased in blocks, the 
maximum size of anyone block being :-. 

For Pastoral Leases-
1st Class-300 square miles. 
2nd Class-600 square miles .. 
3rd Class-l,500 square miles. 

For Agricultural Leases-
Subdivision A.--1st Class, 1,280 acres; 2nd Class, 2,560 acres. 
Subdivision B.-1st Class, 12,800 acres; 2nd Class, 38,400 aCres. 
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The term for pastoral leases are, for Class 1, 21 years; Classes 2 and 3, 42 years; and for any 
miscellaneous lease, 21 years. All other leases are to be in perpetl.lity, making them almost equivalent to 
freeholds, but with re-appraisement of rent-values every fourteen years in case of town lands, and every 
21 years in case of agricultural and pastoral lands. To encourage settlement the rent has been made low 
~nd the conditions of tenure elastic; also provisions have been made for giving settlers financial assistance 
In the pioneering years. The principal conditions attached to land-leases are that the lessee must reside 
on the land leased for a certain period every year, must fence, stock, and cultivate it to the prescribed 
extent, and within two years must establish a home on it. 

The total area of the Northern Territory is, as already mentioned, 335,116,800 acres, or 523,620 
~quare ~~es. Out of this 211,946 square miles were held under leases, licences, and permits on 30th June, 
1920, VIZ •. -

Tenure. 

Pastoral lease 
Grazing licences 
Miscellaneous leases 
Pastoral permits .. 

Number of Holdlugs. 

402 
122 
54 
17 

Area. 

166,641 square miles. 
36,571 " 

1,406 " 
7,328 " " 

In addition to the above, a further area of 75,301 square miles was surveyed and appraised for 
lease during 1920. 

3. Pastoral.-The pastoral possibilities of certain parts of the Northern Territory were recognised 
at an early date, and already, in 1866, stock was, as previously stated, brought into the Macdonnell Ranges 
from South Australia. Six years later cattle were brought from Queensland to the northern parts of the 
Territory, and in 1879 Mr. Giles reached the Katherine with 2,000 head of cattle and 12,000 sheep from 
South Australia; horses and goats were also introduced .. The industry, though firmly established, 
received from time to time severe set-backs, and has almost been abandoned in the coastal regions. 

The trouble, it is stated, commenced in 1871 or 1872, when the British-Australian Telegraph 
Company, or some of the men employed by it, brought eight cows and four bulls of the Indian or Zebu 
breed from Batavia to Darwin. By these cattle the tick was introduced to Australia, and there is even 
reason to believe that the worm nodule arrived at the same time. When later on attempts were made to 
stock up near Darwin the cattle from the south came into c.ontact with the descendants of the Indian 
cattle, "red water," the blood disease caused by tick appeared, and being non-immune to the disease 
not only was the mortality heavy, but the plague spread to other parts of the country with such disastrous 
results that several stations were abandoned in despair. In 1900 a financially strong company, the East 
African and Australian Cold Storage Company, was formed in London. This company secured the area 
known as Arafura, containing 20,000 square miles of swamp lands, intersected with open plains. The 
object was to freeze and can beef with works and outlet at Mud Bay. Cattle were purchased in Queensland 
and driven into the bogs and swamps of Arafura. It is estimated that 20,000 head perished from" red 
water" and swamp cancer. Naturally the project failed, the works were never erected; and cattle 
station after cattle station was either sold or .abandoned. 

Notwith~tanding failures in the coastal regions, and occasional checks in other parts of the Territory, 
the pastoral industry has been progressing slowly. At the time the transfer to the Commonwealth took 
place there were 513,383 head of cattle, 24,509 horses, 57,240 sheep, and some thousands of goats. Up to 
the end of 1919 cattle had increased to 6lO,534, horses to 35,539, and goats to 12,582, but sheep had 
dropped from 58,620 the previous year to 8,811. Though horses thrive well in the Northern Territory, 
and sheep under normal conditions may be kept at a profit, the Territory is eminently a cattle country, 
capable of carrying 4,000,000 head of cattle without in any way being overstocked. 

Mr. Staniforth Smith, late Acting Administrator, in his annual report stressed the fact that the 
Northlrn Territory is not subject to the periodic and prolonged droughts of Western Queensland, New 
SouthfWales, and other parts of Australia. This is caused by the moisture-laden north-west monsoonal 
winds regularly penetrating right down to the Macdonnell Ranges. On the other hand, as the rainy 
season only lasts about four months, the remainder of the year is very dry, and the great heat quickly 
dries up all surface water. This obstacle, both to the raising and travelling of stock, he points out, may 
be overcome by artesian wells. Generally throughout the Territory it has been proved that unlimited 
artesian supplies can be got at depths varying from 100 to 350 feet. A certain amount of well-sinking 
and boring has already been done, both by the Government and by private individuals, and all the main 
stock routes are now provided with water. Still the progress in this direction is but slow owing to the 
exceedingly heavy expenses connected with the transport of machinery and supplies for long distances 
by primitive means in an almost roadless country. The dearth of surface water accounts for good grazing 
country often lying idle, while inferior country with permanent water is occupied. The great pastoral 
belt stretches from Victoria Downs across Powell's Creek and the Barkly Tableland to the Queensland 
border, and in the south along the Macdonnell Ranges, but according to Mr. Staniforth Smith there are 
very few parts of the Territory which are not able to carry a payable number of cattle when water is first 
assured. 

J 

. In regard to the well-watered coastal districts, including the huge areas of excellent country on the 
Adelaide, Alligator, Roper, Goyder, Macarthur, and other streams, Mr. Le Souef, director of the Zoological 
Gardens, Melbourne, points out that while conditions there are too severe for European cattle, the hardy 
and frugal Zebu cattle would do well. The success attending the introduction of Zebu bulls to certain 
parts of America and crossing them with Shorthorns and Herefords supports this contention. 
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4. Buffaloes.-While the swampy areas along th{) sea coast have proved unsuitable hitherto for 
cattle breeding, they seem excellently adapted for buffaloes. At one time vast herds of buffaloes spread 
throughout Melville Island and over the whole of the Coburg Peninsula, the coastal lands east of Van 
Diemen Gulf, and the areas on the East and South Alligator River. Buffalo hunters have, however, for 
many years been shooting them indiscriminately merely for the sake of the hides, and they are now 
confined to a small strip of coastal country on the mainland between the South Alligator and the Adelaide 
Rivers and to Melville Island. Their present number is estimated at only 20,000 head. Attempts are 
now being made at domesticating them sufficiently to handle them like other cattle for the purposes of 
branding, yarding, and travelling, and as the flesh is declared by experts to be equal in quality to ordinary 
beef it is hoped that a profitable buffalo-raising industry will gradually develop. 

5. Dingoes.-Unfortunately the buffalo herds, apart from the ravages caused by buffalo hunters, 
suffer greatly from dingoes and other wild dogs, and it is estimated that 50 per cent. of the calves dropped 
are thus destroyed. The same pest exacts a heavy toll from the herds of cattle throughout the Territory, 
destroying from 10 to 15 per cent. of all the calves. 

6. Government Station.-To assist in promoting the pastoral industry the Government established 
three experimental cattle stations in the Territory. These are Oenpelli, Mataranka, and Batchelor. 
Together they cover an area of 3,107 square miles, and carried at the end of 1919 about 2,000 head of 
cattle and over 300 horses; their carrying capacity is estimated at well over 10,000 head of cattle. It is 
now intended to give up these stations except Oenpelli as Government enterprise. 

7. Meat Works.-The gradual development of pastoral pUI'suits has caused a secondary industry 
to come into being, viz., that of, meat preserving and canning. In 1914 a private firm, Vestey Bros., 
commenced extensive meat works at Darwin. This firm had previously secured considerable pastoral 
interests in the Territory, but by agreement with the Government it is bound to treat cattle from other 
stations also. In spite of the many obstacles resulting from the war these works were completed in 1917. 
In that year 19,000 head of cattle wer!l killed and made ready for export. The following year the number 
rose to 29,000, and in 1919 it amounted to 22,000. Unfortunately, in 1920, the works had to close down 
through lack of shipping facilities, whereby considerable inconvenience was caused to pastoralists and 
much distress resulted amongst the people in Darwin. In 1921 there were difficulties in obtaining the 
necessary coal supply, while undoubtedly labour troubles in Darwin aggravated the position. As yet the 
works have only operated four months in any year owing to the impossibility of travelling stock during 
the long spell of dry weather without serious loss of condition. 

S. Mineral Wealth.-Gold was first discovered in the Northern Territory, in 1865, on the south side 
of the Finnis River. Four years later it was found on the Blackmore River, and on the Charlotte. In 
1871 it was discovered at Pine Creek, and the year after near Brock's Creek, at Port Darwin Camp, and 
at ,several other places. In 1900 the precious metal was discovered at Tanami, and later at Arl~unga, 
in the Macdonnell Ranges. A rich lode of copper was found on the Daly River in 1882, and another 
at Settlement Creek, near the Queensland border, in 1890. During the great strides mining made in the 
Northern Territory, in 1886 and 1887, silver, tin, and copper were discovered at several places; thus silver 
was found on the Macarthur River and tin at the head waters of the Limmen River. In 1891 mica in large 
plates was discovered in t,he Hart Ranges; while wolfram walil discovered at Hatches' Creek in 1914, and 
at Wauchope three years later. Brown coal has also' been found. There are indications of certain 
stretches of the Territory being oil bearing, and lately over 150 licences to bore for oil have been taken 
out. These licences cover an area of 145,000 square miles. 

Though in certain districts a considerable amount of surface prospecting has been done, only an 
imperfect idea can be formed of the mineral wealth of the Northern Territory. Nowhere has boring or 
shaft-sinking been carried on to any extent. The vast area of mineral country lying between Tennant's 
Creek and the Macdonnell Ranges, and stretching from Western Australia to the Queensland bord,~r, has 
as yet been very little investigated. It covers an area of some 200,000 square miles but, being situated 
in the most inaccessible part of the Territory, this supposed storehouse of mineral wealth must remain 
locked until such time as the north to south railway becomes an accomplished fact. I 

9.,Mining.-Alluvial gold-digging in the Northern Territory commenced in 1869, and up to the ind of 
1880 gold to the value of £79,022 had been produced. In 1881 the gold production reached its maximum, the 
value for that year being £111,945. During the following years it fluctuated considerably, but as long 
as the alluvial fields lasted the output was satisfactory. Unfortunately alluvial fields last nowhere 'more 
than a limited number of years, and it was at the difficult transition stage from alluvial to reef mlli.ing that 
the troubles of the mining industry in ,the Territory commenced. The big companies which Were lOrmed, 
mostly with English capital, spent money recklessly on buildings and equipment before sufficient ore was 
in sight to justify heavy outlays. The position was aptly expressed by a gentleman connected with one 
of these companies speaking at a meeting in London. He said :-" There has been in connexion with the 
Northern Territories of Australia the most shameful and the most wasteful management and incompetence 
that even the mining history of this market could produce. In one large company, which I shall not 
trouble you to name, I think something like £70,000 or £80,000 have been spent in residences, h03pitals, 
telephone systems, buildings, -and various interesting schemes of that kind, whilst the mines bYe been 
practically untouched." " , 

The effect of inevitable failures of this kind, with the consequent loss of much capital, was that 
English investors became alarmed and often aba,ndoned valuable pro.perties. The remaining le~lders 
una.ble to, raise capital transferred their rights to Chinese on a royalty. These. generally picked t~, tll.es 
out of the lodes and then left. The disrepute into which gold mining in the Northern Ter~,./fMU 
during that disastrous period has not yet disappeared, and the gold output has gradually dwindled till in 
1919-20 it amounte.d to no more than £3,192. ' 
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The production of other metals than gold has suffered under the vagaries of prices, in addition to 
the disadvantages peculiar to the Northern Territory, particularly the high cost of transport and white 
labour. The value of tin produced during the year ended 30th June, 1920, was £27,610, of wolfram 
£45,648, silver lead £299, copper £780, and mica £482 .. 

The total value of the gold produced in the Northern Territory till the end of the financial year 
1919-20 is shewn in the Administrator's report as £2,124,919 ; of tin £513,164; copper £238,100 ;. wolfram 

. £205,409; silver and silver lead £62,015; mica £9,374; other minerals £812. 

10. Agriculture.-The attempts made at developing agriculture in the Northern Territory have 
so far, not met with success. South Australia's efforts at promoting tropical agriculture proved a failure, 
and of the settlers established on the Daly River by the Commonwealth Government only five are left, 
none of whom can be said to have done well. Not long ago the Government's experimental farms at 
Batchelor and on the Daly River were closed, and on the whole the experiences gained suggest that natural 
conditions in the Territory do not favour agricultural pursuits; the principal obstacle being the annual spell 
of dry weather lasting for about eight months. The soil, too, though at places rich in phosphoric acid, 
lime, and potash, is generally deficient in nitrogen, and, finally, the isolation of the Territory from ,Profitable 
markets would in itself be a deterrent to successful agricultural development. This does not preclude 
the local requirements being supplied by the Territory itself even when the population increases. At 
places where the soil retains its moisture, or which can be irrigated, vegetables and fruit trees suitable to 
the climate grow well. Fodder plants may be grown during the brief rainy season, and experts point out 
that, with machinery for harvesting, cotton-growing could possibly be made a paying proposition. 

11. Minor Industries.-The pearling industry is of little importance to the Territory, and the 
number of boats engaged in 1920 only amounted to eleven, employing 4 Europeans, 10 Japanese, and 
42 Koepang boys. The same applies to trepang fishing though, owing to the closing down of the meat 
works, an increased number of people found employment in it. The fishing industry employs about a 
dozen boats, and the local market is well provided with fresh fish. The waters are teeming with fish, 
but up to the present the obstacles connected with export have not been overcome. 

12. Darwin and Inland Townships.-Darwin, the seat of Government and only town of importance 
in the Northern Territory, is beautifully situated on low red cliffs about 80 feet high overlooking a 
magnificent harbor. It has quite a tropical appearance from the luxuriant vegetation and 'well-kept 
gardens. The town is in need ofa permanent water supply, but otherwise Darwin is, in many ways, 
quite an up-to-date place with electric installation, telephone service, suitable Government buildings, 
ice works, skating rink and a moving picture show, besides jetties, stores, hotels, churches, and so forth. 
Around the meat works, which are situated on the Darwin River, quite a new suburb (Parap) has arisen. 
The principal buildings in Darwin are of stone, and the whole place has a far more permanent air than is . 
usual in the north. 

The only places inland which may lay claim to the name of township are Pine 'Creek, Katherine, 
and Alice Springs. Pine creek has a railway station, post and telegraph office, school, hospital, police 
station, a few stores, and an hotel. It was at one time the busy centre of a prosperous gold-mining 
district, but with the decline of the gold-mining industry Pine Creek has gone back. Katherine and 
Emungalan, which are separated by the Katherine River, and form the present terminus of the railway 
line, serve the Maranhoy tinfields and a considerable area of pastoral country. They have a post and 
telegraph office, a police station, and stores. Alice Springs has a post and telegraph office, a school, a 
police station, a store, and an hotel, Post offices, police stations, and stores have been established, and 
townships planned at other places, such as on the Roper River, at Borroloola, Anthony's Lagoon, etc. 
At Horse Shoe Bend, Borroloola, and Rankin River there are hotels. 

13. Economic Problems.--The means whereby the resources of the Northern Territory may be 
developed and the white population increased have long occupied the minds of all thinking Australians. 
Those speaking with personal knowledge of the country agree that the foremost conditions for accelerated 
progress are cheapened transport and quickened communication with the south. With a freight bill 
amounting to something like 2s. 9d. per ton per mile for goods carried inland, and a postal service by 
which a letter from one of the southern States, say to Newcastle Waters, may take longer than one from 
Melbourne to the northern parts of Norway, there is little hope of progress. The actual position is, 
perhaps, best understood by comparing the mileage of railways in the Northern Territory with those, 
for instance, of Queensland .. The former has 199 miles of railway, the latter 5,752 miles State owned, 
besides a great deal which is privately owned. During the last ten years 54 miles were added to the 
railways in the Northern Territory, while Queensland has added 1,884 miles to her railway system. 
Further, these 199 miles of railway are in a great measure rendered ineffective through failure to reach where 
they are wanted. Apparently the Northern Territory has progressed as far as is possible without further 
heavy outlay Of capital, but should oil be found in quantity the problem might be readily solved. 

SECTION 5.-POPULATION OTHER THAN ABORIGINALS. 

1. Europeans.-The white population in the Territory, which had slowly increased to 3,767 on 
30th June, 1919, totalled only 2,459 at the Census of 4th April, 1921, of whom 1,836 were males and 
623 females. This decrease was mainly due to the temporary closing down of the_meat works at Darwin. 
The disproportion of females to males, which naturally is a great deterrent to the increase of population, 
is due to the fad that the dimate generally along the sea coaf:!t is not congenial to women and children. 
A Board appointed by the Government to report on possible remedies expressed the opinion that houses 
more suitable to the tropics than those hitherto built, combined with easier access to the tablelands for 
occasional spells of rEl,creation, would go a long distance to make life in Darwin less trying. 
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2. Orientals.-The Oriental population, which at one time greatly outnumbered the whites, has 
gradually decreased from 3,754 in 1891 to 910 at the Census of 1921. A considerable number has drifted 
to Queensland and the southern States, while others have returned to their homelands. In pursuance of 
the White Australia policy immigration of these people to the Territory was discontinued several years 
ago. 

3. Education.-To provide for the education of the children, schools have been established in 
Darwin, Parap, Pine Creek, Alice Springs, Emungalan, and CaMin Compound. Three hundred and 
sixty7four children received instruction during the year 1919-20. Owing to the departure from Darwin 
of a considerable number of families the number of scholars on 30th June, 1920, had dwindled to 2~9. 
Of these 124 were British, 16 Greek, 16 Spanish, 54 Chinese, 15 Malay half-castes, 66 Aboriginal half
castes, 2 Aboriginals, and 6 others. 

4. Health.-Generally speaking, the health of the residents in the Northern Territory is satisfactory. 
Apart from such diseases as are commo,n to other parts of Australia malarial fever exists in the Territory. 
In 1920 59 cases were reported to the Health Department; they all came from country districts and were 
of a mild form. In 1921 an outbreak of an unusually malignant form of malarial fever occurred, resulting 
in several deaths and a considerable number of hospital cases. Government hospitals have been 
established in Darwin and Pine Creek, besides a clinic at CaMin Beach, and a lazarette for leper patients 
on a small island near Darwin. The Australian Inland Mission, which is assisted by the Government, has 
a nursing home at Maranboy, is building another at Alice Springs, and will probably establish yet another 
at Victoria River. 
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CENSUS RESULTS. 
NOTE.-The figures contained herein are subject to revision on the completion of the detailed ta.bulation. 

1. Northern TelTitory, 4th April, 1921.-Population and Dwellings in Police Districts. 

(Exclusive of full-blood Aboriginals.) 

--------------------------------_._-----

Police District. 

Males. 

Population. I Dwellings. 
Campers 

out. 

Alice Springs .. 
Alice Well 
Anthony's Lagoon 
Arltnnga 
Borroloola. 
Brock's Creek 
Daly River 
Darwin 

I }'emales. I pers~:~-I-~:~~~:~:-j~:C-C-up-i-ed-·-·I-B-e-in'g--b-U'j-It-. ~-T-ot-a-l.-
I--'---r--'-I -I~~-

II 112 I 231 I 30 . . I . . t 30 

Frew River 
Katherine 
Lake Nash 
Marranboy 
Newcastle Waters 
Pine Creek 
Rankinll River 
Roper River 
Timber Creek 
Wave Hill ' 
Shipping 

Total 

12 66 17 .. .. 17 

119 
63 
54 
56 
63 

30 93', 16, .. I .. 16 

129 85120 .. I .. 20 
17 80 I 25 5 I" 30 

158 
35 

919 
204 ! 
34 ' 
84 ! 
90 . 

3!I /'1 
215 
54 

149 
37 
64 

2,821 
I 

31 189 I 109 50 . . 159 
6 41 I 18 . . : . . 18 

480 1,399 420 45 II . . 465 
U3 317, 126, 38 .. 164 
10 44 'I 12 .. I . . 12 
22 106 18 . . .. 1 I 18 
22 112 I 11.. I 12 
11 58 32 . . .. 32 
19 90 6 .. .. 6-
49 354 156 . . . . 156 
29 244 25 " .. 25 
30 84 10 " .. 10 
20 169 19 .. .. 19 
3 40 5 .. .. 5 
1 65 .. " 

1,046 I 3,867 1,075 138 I 1,214 

11 
I 

11 
7 

12 
1 
2 

40 
16 
2 

35 
10 
11 
45 
27 
16 

251 

• Municipality of Darwin. t Cotnprises portion of police district of Darwin south of municipality, also Melville, Bathurst, and GOlilburn Islands. 

Age last Birthday in Years. 

. 
0--4 .. .. 
5-9 .. .. 

10-14 .. .. 
15-19 .. .. 
20-24 .. .. 
25-34 .. .. 
30-34 -. .. 
35-39 .. .. 
40-44 .. .. 
45-49 .. .. 
50-54 .. .. 
55-59 .. .. 
60-64 .. .. 
65-69 .. .. 

2. Northern Territory, 4th April, 199...l.-Ages of the Population 

(Exclnsive of full· blood Aboriginals). 

Males. Females. I Persons. 
II 
I 

Age last Birthday in Years. Males. 

, 

169 162 331 70-74 .. -. 51 
140 149 289 75-79 .. . . 11 
91 93 184 80-84 .. . . 2 

113 83 196 85-89 .. . . 1 
194 91 285 Not stated .. . . 67 
235 94 329 
271 74 I 345 Total 2,821 .. . . 
181 77 258 
209 53 262 
222 29 251 Under 21 .. . . 550 
268 27 295 21 and over .. .. 2,204 
255 18 273 Not stated .. . . 67 
220 9 229 

I 
121 7 

I 
128 Total .. . . 2,821 

Females. 

2 
1 
I 
1 

75 

1,046 

510 
461 
75 

1,046 

3. Northern Territory, 4th April, 1921.-Length of Residence in Australia of Persons Born Outside the 
Commonwealth. 

Number of completed years 

0 
1 
2 
3 
4 

0-4 
5-9 

10-14 
15-19 
0-24 2 

25 
3 

-29 
0-34 

of Residence. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

Males. 

I 
Females. I 

16 3 
21 5 
5 26 

11 12 
14 2 

67 48 
131 34 
92 13 
42 7 
94 5 
59 17 

267 10 

Persons. Number of completed Years Males. 1!'emale8. of Residence. 

19 35-39 .. .. 176 13 
26 40-44 .. . . 133 8 
31 45-49 _. .. 33 1 
23 50-54 . . . . 21 1 
16 55-59 .. . . 12 2 

60-64 .. .. 6 1 
115 65-69 .. . . 4 1 
165 70-74 .. . . 4 1 
105 Not stated .. .. 26 2 
49 Born in Commonwealth 1,654 882 
99 
76 Total .. .. 2,821 1,046 

277 

Persons. 

53 
12 
3 
2 

142 

3,867 

1,060 
2,665 

142 

3,867 

Persons. 

189 
141 
34 
22 
14 
7 
5 
5 

28 
2,536 

3,867 
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I 
! , 

Particulars. 

-------
I 

Males .. 

I 
Females .. 

Persons .. 
I 

CENSUS OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA, 1921. 

4. Northern Territory, 4th April, 1921.-Conjugal Condition of the Population. 
(Exclusive of iull-hlood Aboriginals.) 

N ever Marri~d. I I 
I I Aged 15 Judicially Not stated. Under 15 Years and 

\ 

Marr\ed. Widowed. Divorced. Separated. 
Years of 

Age. 

400 
404 

804 

over or Total. I 
Age not I Stated_ 

1,545 1,945 700 88 5 4 
164 568 372 33 ., .. 

I 
1,709 i 2,513 1,072 121 5 4 

, 
-~----¥----<--------

5. Northern Territory, 4th April, 1921.-Birthplaces of the Population. 
(Exclusive of full-blood Aboriginals.) 

79 
73 

I 
152 

I Total 

2,821 
1,046 

3,867 

--------------------,-----.-,-----------,------,------,----
I I l!i I 
I Males. Females. Persons. \' II Birthplace. Males. I Females. 

A--u-st-ra-I-a-s-ia------I---- ----- -A-sI-·a·----c-o-n-t-in-u-e-d-.---

~~~r~~~:~d : : 1,6~! 88; I 2,5!~ I ~:~:n : : : : 
Birthplace. 

1---- I Philippine Islands 
I 1,690 887 2,5']7 I Timor - . . . Total Australasia 
1
1

1
--------------11

1 Other Asiatio Coun-
tries .. .. 

I 183 46 229 I[ Total Asia 
Europe-

England .. .. 
\ 7 18, 

I ~; I .. 2r Igi I 
Wales .. .. 
Scotland .. ._ 
Ireland .. .. 
Isle of Man .. 

, i 2 .; I 

Malta.. .. 
Other European Bri-

tish.. .. 
Denmark.. .. 
Finland .. .. 
France .• .. 
Germany _. .. 
Greece .. .. 
Hungary.. .. 
Jugo Slavia .. 
Netherlands .. 
Norway .. .. 
Poland .. .. 
Russia .• .. 

Spain .. "1 
Sweden .. .. 
Swit,zerland .. 
Other • European 

Countries 

Total Europe ., 

Asia-
British India 
Ceylon .. 
Federated Malay 

States .. 
Hong Kong .. 
Straits Settlements 
Other Asiatic British I 
China.. .. \ 

1.. 1 
13 2 15 
48 28 76 
1.. 1 
11.. 11 
112 
9 .. 9 
4 _. 4 
9.. 9 
538 

11 .. 11 
4.. 4 

1 

469 

10 
6 

3 
19 
8 
2 

457 

109 

7 
3 
1 

18 

1 

578 

10 
6 

3 
26 
II 

3 
475 

Africa-
Egypt.. .. 
Mauritius .. 
Union of South Africa 
Other African British 
Other African Coun· 

tries . . . . 

Total Africa .. 

America
Canada .. 
Jamaica .. 
Newfoundland 
Argentine 
Brazil .. 
Chile .. 
Mexico .. 
U.S.A ... 

Total America .. 

Polynesia-
Fiji .. .. 
Other Polynesian 

British.. .. 
New Caledonia .. 

Total Polynesia 

At Sea .. 
Not Stated .. 

Total 

32 
9 

34 
23 

4 

607 

1 
1 
2 
1 

2 

7 

5 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 

13 

27 

4 

1 
2 

7 

3 
11 

2,821 

2 

31 

6 

3 

9 

1 

6 

7 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1,046 \ 

• Of theso, 1,035 persons, comprising 513 males and 522 females, were recorded as born in the Northern Territory. 

Nationality. 

-

British .. 
Chinese .. 
Danish .. 
Dutch .. 
French .. 
German .. 
Greek .. 
Hungarian .. 
Ita.lia.n - .. 
Japanese .. 
Norwegian .. 

6. Northern Territory, 4th April, 1921.-Nationality (i.e., Allegiance) of Population. 
(Exclusive of full-blood Aboriginals.) 

1 I 1 'I 

I I 
Males. Females. Persons. il 

I 
Nationality. Males. Females. 

~f. 
Polish 2 .. 2,169 986 3,155 .. .. .. 

.. 4*8 18 466~ Russian .. .. 7 . . 

.. 3 1 4.;it Spanish .. .. 6 4 

.. 33 1 34 Swedish .. .. 8 .. 

.. 4 ., 4~ Swiss .. .. 3 .. 

., 5 1 6 Turkish .. .. 1 .. 

.. 40 27 67 U.S.A. .. .. 40 .. 

.. 1 ., 11 Other .. .. 7 5 

.. 5 ., 5 Not sta.ted .. .. 2 1 

.. 33 2 35 

.. 4 .. 4 .... Total ... .. 2,821 1,046 . 

Persons. 

34 
9-

34 
23 

4 

638 

7 
1 
5 
1 

2 

16 

6 
1 
1 

10 
1 
1 
1 

13 

34 

5 

1 
2 

8 

4 
12 

3,867 

Persons. 

2 
7 

10 
8 
3 
1 

40 
12 

3 

3,867 
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7. Northern Territory, 4th April, 1921.-Races of Popttlation. 

(Exclusive of full-blood Aboriginals.) 
-------------------~-------~------~------~~-----------------~-------7----C--~--~---

_____ Rac_e_, ____ I--M-a-Ie-s,---/-F-e-m-a-Ie-s-, _I __ p_er_so_n_s_, _II ! _____ R_ac_e_, ________ 1 __ ~Iales, __ ~emales~ Persons, 

European'" .. ' ., 1,836 623 2,459 ~~~::ese:: :: I 2~ :: 2~ 
------------ ------- ------ ------- Total, Non-European 1----1 
:~:chi : : : : ~ : : ~ fullblood , . 773 __ I~ ___ 926_ 

Chinese .. .. 60
8
9 113 722 H.n, Afghan .. .. I 1 I 

Cingalese .. .. 3 II H.C. Australian Abori- I 
Egyptian . . . . 31 .. 1 ginal. . .. 202 25

3
8 I 460

8 Fijian . . . . . . 3 H.C., Chinese . . 5 
Filipino .. .. 53 25 78 H.C., Cingalese ,. . . 1 I' 
Hindu . . . . 6 2 8 H.C., Filipino . . 3 3 6 
Japanese . . . . 33 3 36 H.C., Hindu . . 1 I 1 2 
Javanese .. .. 9 .. 9 H.C., Javanese .. ' . I 2 2 
Malay . . . . 14 6 20 H.C., Maori . . 1 1 

W:i~L :: ::'::'I~ :: II:: i H.a';:~~::'U_~-:I: 11 __ ~1'---4~ 
Polynesian .. I I' 3 I 
Siamese.. _______ ~ __ ,_._~I _____ 2~1~ __ T~0_ta_l~.~. ___ ._.~i __ 2~,_8_21_~1 ___ 1_,0_4_6_~1 ___ 3~,8_6_7 __ 

• Including lIfaUese-2 males, 1 female; total, 3, 

8. Northern Territory, 4th April, 1921.-0ccupations of the Population. 

(Exclusive of full-blood Aboriginals.) 

Occupation, , 

CLASS I.-PROFESSIONAL. 
General Government .. 
Local Government .. . . 
Defence ..., 
Law and order .. .. 
Religion .. .. ., 
Charity.. .. .. I 
Health.. .. .. 
Literature . . . . 
Science.. .. .. 
Civil engineering, architecture, 

and surveying . . . . 
Education.. .. .. 
Amusements . . . . 

_M_a_le_s·_1 Fellillles'j Persons. il _______ o __ c_.c_u_p_at_io_n_, _____ +_M_a_l_es_,_1 Fellillles,/ Persons, 

I I' CLASS V.-INDUSTRIAL. 1 I 
25 I 7 32 Printing and publishing ., I 7 I 1 I 
3 I 1 4 Brush and broom making . . 1 i • . I 
1 I . . I 1 Instrument making. . . . 1 f • . I 

37 .. I 37 Mechanical engineering , . 1126~' II .' .. '. I 
14 I 6. 20 Vehicle building .. .. 
4 2 6 Saddlery and harness making 

12 7 19 Boatbuilding . . , . '. I 
3 . . 3 Sail making . . . . 1 I . : I 
3 , . 3 SawmiIling, etc. (Town) . , 3

3

3
6 /' .' .'6 ".r' Tailoring and dressmaking .. 

8 . . 8 Bootmaking . . . . 

8 
1 
1 

16 
2 

11 
1 
1 
3 

42 
3 

~ . ~o! 1~ M:~ prese~~ing an~ ~efriger~t~ 45!.. I 
1----1-----1----11 Baking.. .. .. 13 1 .. I 

J.l8 33 151 Brewing and rerated water 

I Fencing . . . . . . 5 I 

Total, Professional 

45 
13 

3 
I----!----+---II making.. .. .. 3 I ::'. :.' I 

CLASS H.-DOMESTIC. I Lime burning " _. II Monumental work .. .. 13

1

11 
!II'!' 

Board and lodging .. . . 42 , 28 70 Blacksmithing 

5 
1 
1 

-13 
1 Domestic service and attendance __ 6_4 I 78 142 Electric supply : : : : , - I 

Erection of houses and other I' I 
Total, Domestic .' . 106 106 212 buildings . . . . 45 I.. 45 

1----1----1------ , Earthworks construction .. I 27 I' . . I ~7 
Disposal of refuse . . 10 . , I 10 
Industrial workers imperfectly 

9.. 9 defined.. .. .. 190 2 192 
II" 11 11---1----

, . Total, Industrial . . 436 9 445 
1.. 1 
1.. 1 

CLASS IH.-COMMERCIAL. 
Banking and finance .. 
Insurance .. .. 
Bookselling _ . , . 
Drapery .. .. .. 
Clothing .. .. .. CLASS VI.-PRIMARY PRODUCERS. 

27 I 28 
16 .. 16 

Butchering . . . . 
Greengrocer, fruiterer .. 1 

Groceries, drinks, narcotics and 

Agricultural pursuits .. 
Pastoral pursuits . . . . 

82 
701 

3 
62 
10 

8 
389 

2 
82 

703 
3 

62 
10 
8 

389 

stimulants _. . . . 
Living animals • . . . 
Firewood dealing . . . . 
Ironmongery . . . . 
Merchants, dealers, undefined 
Other mercantile persons .. 
Storage.. .. .. 

Total, Commercial 

CLASS IV.-TRANSPORT AND 
COMMUNICATION. 

On railways .. 
On roads.. .. 
On seas and rivers .. 
On postal and telegraph 

vice , .. 
ser-

Total, Transport and 
Communication .• 

12 
5 
3 
1 

1 

2 

13 
5 
3 
1 

13 
85 
i3 
5 

87 I' 

5 
1-------[-------1-------1 

184 I 180 

45 
36 
96 

84 

261 

4 

:~ III 

96 

86 2 

2 2631 

Trapping, etc. . • . . 
Fisheries .. . . .. 
Forestry .. .. 
Water conservation and supply 
Mining.. .. .. 

Total, Primary Producers 
1-------1-------------

1,255 2 1,257 

I 

.. 1 ___ 1_11 __ . '_1 ___ 1 __ 

CLASS VH.-INDEPENDENT 
MEANS. 

Pensioner .. 

CLASS VHI.-DEPENDANTS. 
Home duties . . . . 
Scholars and students .. 
Other dependants .. . . 

Total, Dependants 

Not stated ., 

2 
160 
216 

440 
190 
223 

442 
350 
439 

1------1----- -----
378 853 1,231 

86 37 123 

Total, all occupations _._._'-_2..:..,8_2_1_'-I_l..:..,04_6~_'__3_,8_6_7_ 
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Particulars. 

Males .. .. 
Females .. .. 

Persons .. .. 

CENSUS O.F THE COMMONWEALTH. 01<' AUSTRALIA, 1921. 

9. Northern Territory, 4th April, 1921.-Grade of Employment. 

(Exclusive of full-blood Aboriginals.) 

I Assisting, 
Receiving Working but not Grade not 

Employer. I on own receiving Wages or Unemployed. applicable. 

I 
account. Wages or Salary. 

Salary. 

98 573 10 1,281 342 444 
.. 13 .. 133 3 864 

98 I 586 10 
I 

1,414 345 
I 

1,308 

10. Northern Territory, 4th April, 1921.---Causes of Unemployment. 

(Exclusive of full· blood Aboriginals.) 

Grade not 
stated. 'fotaL 

-
73 2,821 
33 1,046 

106 3,867 

Particulars. Scarcity of Illness. Accident. Strike. Lock-out. 
I 

Old-age. Other Cause. \ 
Cause not Tot Stated. al. 

Employment. 

Males .. 237 
Female. .. I 1 

Persons, , I 238 
I 

Duration of Unemploy· 
ment in Days. 

Under 10 " 
., 

10-19 " " 

20-29 ,. .. 
30-39 " " 

40-49 .. " 

00-59 ., " 

I 
I 

25 1 .. .. f 10 62 
.. " " " 

I 
" 

2 
I 

25 I 1 
I 

I I 10 64 ., 
1 

" 

I 

11. Northern Territory, 4th April, 1921.-Duration of Unemployment. 

(Exclusive of full-blood Aboriginals,) 

II Duration of Unemploy· 

\ 
Males. Females, Persons. 

II 
ment in Days' Males. 

21 1 I 22 60-69 18 

I 
' . " 

18 

I 
1 19 70-79 ,. " 

8 
18 ,. 

I 
18 80-89 ,. ,. 12 

16 I ,. 16 90 and over,. " 
192 

10 

I 
.. 10 Not stated " " 27 

2 ,. 2 

I I I 
Total " 342 

) I 

12. Northern Territory, 4th April, 1921.-Religions of the Population. 

(Exclusive of full-blood Aboriginals.) 

7 
., 

7 
I 

Females, 

1 
" 

" 

" 

" 

I 3 

I 

! 
I 

I 

342 
3 

345 

Persons. 

19 
8 

12 
192 
27 

345 

-·-----;:\-------,-----:-\-----,Ic--.---'--:-I---.--------~I---·-·---1-----.,-1--------

____ R_el_ig_iO_n_, ___ +_M_"_le_s_. -I Females. _p_e_r_so_n_s·_II __ . __ R_e_li_gi_on._· ____ I __ M_al_e_B'_1_F_e_m_a_le_.s_, +_p_e_r_so_n." __ . 

I II. NON·CHRISTIAN- I I I. CHRISTIAN. 
Baptist .,' , . 
Catholic, Greek .. 
Catholic, Roman , , 
Catholic, undefined .. 
Church of Christ , . 
Church of England .. 
Congregational . , 
Lutheran .. ., 
Methodist .. '. 
Presbyterian ,. 
Protestant (undefined) 
Salvation Army . , 
Seventh Day Adventist 
Other Christians , • 
Christian (undefined) ,. 

Total, Christian 

II. NON -CHRISTIAN, 

Buddhist ., .. 
Chinese .. ., 
Confucian " ., 
Hebrew .. .. 

20 6 26 continued. i 
65 48 113 Hindu . , ' , 2 I' 

50

4

6
6 

194~ I 700 Mohammedan ' , 26 I 
11 Pagan (so returned) "I! 
5 Shinto . • . , 6 I 

830 312 1,142 Theosophist, , ' , 123 I' 

8 1 I 9 Others (Non-Christian) 
26 7 33 

: I 
102 

:: 
26 
6 
6 
2 

17 

732 108 69 I 177 I' Total, Non·Christian 630 I 
195 71 266 

3 1 4 1 III. INDEFINITE. ----1'-------
! :: 1 I i ~~:i~~~~fn~~ion :.:, 102~ I ',' '.' 1 \2: 
3 2 I 5 Rationalist 

Others (indefinite) . , 9, 7 16 

_1'78_0~11 ___ 7_18 I __ 2_,4_98__ :-===-~O=="f!-======.,----r-_~~-_ Total, Indefinite ,_ _ 8 38 

: f IV. No RELIGION , • 138 I 59 197 

50 I 2 \ 52 V. OBJECT TO STATE •• ___ 7_1_111 ___ 14 __ 1_~_8_5_ 
13 I 13 II' VI. No REPLY • • 172 i_ 145 317 

51~. : : 91 6°i Total " I 2,821 1,046 3,867 



Particulars. 

Males .. 
Females .. 

Persons .. 

THE NORTHERN TERRITORY. 

13. Northern Tenitorr, 4th April, 1921.-Education of the Population. 
(Exclusive of full-blood Aboriginals.) 

Cannot Read. English Language. Foreign LaI\guage only. 

Aged 5 
Under 5 Years aud Read and Read and Years of over or Total. Read only. Write. Read Only. Write. Age. age not 

Stated. 

169 471 640 6 1,775 2 289 
162· 182 344 1 559 1 36 

-----
I 331 653 984 7 2,334 3 325 

15 

Not Stated. Total. 

109 , 2,821 
105 1,046 

214 '3,867 

14. Northern Territory, 4th April, 1921.-Persons Recorded as Receiving Instruction at Date of Census. 

(Exclusive of full-blood Aboriginals.) 

I Not Stated. Private Particulars. State School. At Home. School. 

Males .. .. .. .. . ' . . U8 19 23 .. 
Females .'. .. .. " 

., .. 121 39 27 3 

Persons .. .. .. .. .. 239 58 50 3 

15. Northern Territory, 4th April, 1921.-Nature of Occupied Dwellings. 
(Exclusive of Dwellings of full-blood Aboriginals.) 

Number 
Nature of Dwelling. of Nature of Dwelling. 

Dwellings. • 
Private house .. " 

., .. 985 Charitable institu'tion (other than hospital) .. 
Tenement or fiat .. .. .. I 17 Penal establishment .. ., .. 
Caretaker's quarters .. .. .. 

J 

1 Police quarters .. .. . , .. 
Hotel .. .. .. ., .. 8 Others .. .. . . .' .. 
Boarding house, etc. " .. .. I 8 Nature unspecified .. .. . . 
Educational institution " .. .. 7 Waggon, van, etc.'" . _ . . . . 
Religious institution (non-educational) .. 6 Aboriginal camps in which whites or half-castes 
Hospital .. .. " .. .. 7 are living . . .. .. .. 

• Including all Camps without dwellings. 

Total 
recorded 

as 
receiving 

Instruction. 

160 
190 

350 

Number 
of 

Dwellings. 

8 
1 

19 
2 
5 

251 

1 

1,326 

16. Northern Territory, 4th April, 1921.---Occupied Dwellings Classified According to Materials of which Outer Walls are 
Built. 

(Exclusive of Dwellings of full-blood Aboriginals.) 

No. of Dwellings. I 
I' No. of Dwellings. 

Materials of which outer Materials of which outer I 
Walls are built. Private I I Walls are Built. 

I 

Private 
Dwellings. Other. Total. 

I Dwellings. Other. Total. 

Stone 41 11 52 I Calico, canvas, hesRian 45 45 .. .. . . 
Brick .. .. 2 .. 2 Rubberoid, etQ. .. 

I 
2 . . 2 

Concrete .. .. 4 .. 4 Other materials .' 30 . . 30 
Iron .. .. 461 43 504 Materials not stated . , 5 .. 5 
Wood .. .. 286 14 300 

I 

Waggon, van, etc.* ., .. 251 251 
Sun-dried bricks -- 2 .. 2 Aboriginal camp in 
Fibro-cement .. 6 2 8 which whites or half-
Bark .. .. 88 2 90 castes are living . , .. 1 1 
Bushes, rushes, etc. .. 30 .. 30 -----

I Total .. .' I 1,002 324 1.32~ 
i 

• Including all Camps without dwellings. i 
I 

17. Northern Territory, 4th April, 1921.-0ccupied Dwellings Classified According to Materials used for Rooftng:\ 
(Exclusive of Dwellings of full-blood Aboriginals.) 

I , 
No. of Dwellings. No. of Dwellings. l 

L __ 
Materials nsed for ROOfing. Materials used for Roofing. 

Private i 
Private Other. Total. Other. Total: Dwellings. Dwelling. 

\ 

Slate .... .. 2 .. 2 Calico, canvas, hesAian 51 . . 51 
Concrete " .. 1 1 2 Malthoid, etc. .. 13 .. 13 
Iron .. .. 795 66 861 Other materials .. 1 .. 

! 
1 

Wood .. .. 12 2 14 Waggon, van, etc. * .. .. 251 251 
Thatch .. .. 3 " 3 Aboriginal camp in 
Fibro-ce,ment " 3 .. 3 which whites or half-
Bark .. .. 87 3 90 castes are living .. .. 1 1 
Bushes, rushes, etc. 34 34 I .. .. I I Total .. 1,002 324 1,326 

• Including all Camps without dwellings. 
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CENSUS OJ!' THE COMMONWEALTH OJ!' AUSTRALIA, 1921. 
-----~ -----------

18. Northern Territory, 4th April, 1921.-0ccupied Dwellings ClasSified According to Number of Rooms. 

(Exclusive of Dwellings of full-blood Aboriginals.) 

I No. of Dwellings. 

I 
No. of Dwellings. 

Number of Rooms. . I 1 

Priva to I "Otl I 
____________ 1 Dwellings. 1----=--_1 

---II 
Tot.a!. II 

,---

J i privat:-I-~ther.--I Total.'--

----- Dwellings. I 1---
Number of ~Rooms. 

1 I 320 15 I 
2 I 213 6 
3 I 184 16 

335 
219 
200 
158 

11 
12 
13 
14 

~ I i I : 
1 ' I 1 

4 I 149 9 I 2' 2 
, \ 5 I 62 8 

6 ~ 2 
70 
34 
22 I 

tLr 20 
I l' 1 I I 4 

7 '18 4 
8 I 4 2 6 

4 
4 

Not sta.ted ___ 7_1 25~ 1 __ 2_59_ 

1~ I ~ 1 II Total .. .. 'I 1,002 I 324 I 1,326 

19. Northern Territory, 4th April, 1921.-0ccupied Dwellings Classified According to Number of Inmates at Date of Census. 

(Exclusive of Dwellings of full-blood Aboriginals.) 

Number of Inmates. 

--------
1 
2 
3 
4 .• 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

I No. of Dwellings. No. of Dwellings. 

I 
Other. Total. I 

--I---I! \ 
Private 

Dwellings. 

Number of Inmates. I' 

Private Other. Total 
____ : __ D_w_el_lit_'g_S._ -----~--' _ 

417 234 651 I 10 
176 17 193 I' 11 
115 17 132 I 12 
105 8 113 I 13 
57 8 65 Ii 14 

~ ~ ~! III ~5ver 15 
21 4 25 
15' 4 19 II Total 

--~-~--~----~-

I 7 
4 
2 

1 
4 I 
1 

2 1 
2 1 

! 3 I. 

I 1,00: 3:: 
__ ~ __ ' ____ 1-. 

" ., 
8 
:~ 

3 
3 
4 

14 

1,326 

20. Northern Territory, 4th April, 1921.-0ccupied Dwellings Classified According to Rental Value per Week. 

(Exclusive of Dwellings of full-blood Aboriginals.) 

i No. of Dwellings. 

Rental Valne per Week. I 1 
Private 

___________ ~welling~I ___ _ 
Other. Total. 

II 
'I I, Rcutal Value per ~·eek. 

No. of Dwellings. 

Private, 
Dwellings. 

Under 5s. 
5s. and under lOs. 

lOs. " 15s. 
15s. 208. 
208. 25s. 
258. 30s. 
30s. " 35s. 

201 
124 

90 
48 
53 

. 21 
31 

4 
5 

11 
3 
5 
I 
2 

211 
129 
101 

51 
58 
22 
33 

'1-----------
Ii 35s. and under 40s. .. 
'[ 40s." ,,50s.. . 

50s." ,,60s.. . 

\ 

60s." ,,70s.. . 
90s." ,,1 OOs. .. 
Not stated 

II Total 

5 
6 
I 

1 
415 

(i 

7 

21. Northern Territory, 4th April, 1921.-0ccupied Dwellings Classified According to Nature of Occupancy. 

(Exclusive -of Dwellings of full-blood Aboriginals.) 

\ 
\ Particnlars. 

I ,N='" '" """""'" 00'"',,,,,,_ I ---l--T-O:~--

\ 
\ 

Rent Caretaker Other \ I l 
-;:Jate dwellings 
Otl:ter .. 

Total 

__ I_o_wner- _ Purchaser Tenant. .or Person Occupant. Not Stated. I 

'. _____ ~' C~ _____ 1 ___ .. __ 

--- ----I I I 
I 502 1 295, 143 2i.l I 32 i 1,002 

___ 8 _~ ____ ~I_ 30 ___ ' _; _1 __ 2~i __ 324 ~_ 

________ 51~ ________ 31~'__ __ 17_3_ __4_,2---:1 ___ 28_6_.:...I __ l_,326_~ 
• 

CRAS. H. WICKENS, 
Supervisor of Census. 

Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics, 
Melbourne, 22nd February, 1922. 

By Authority; AIBf!I(T J. MULLETT, GO'vernment Printer, Melbourne. .. 




